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Name: Class:

'ANZAC Day – 25 April – marks the anniversary
 of the first major military action  

fought by Australian and New Zealand 
forces during the First World War.
  ANZAC stands for Australian and 

New Zealand Army Corps.'
Why is this day so special to Australians?

How do Australians celebrate ANZAC Day?

Recipe for ANZAC Biscuits
2 cups rolled oats
1/2 cup sugar
1 cup plain flour
125gm butter, melted
1 tablespoon golden syrup
1 teaspoon carbonate soda dissolved in 
2 tablespoons boiling water.

Mix together the oats, sugar, flour and butter.
Then mix in the golden syrup and, finally, mix in the 
baking soda and water.  
Put spoonfuls of the mixture on a greased baking sheet 
and bake at 180 C (350 F) for 15-20 minutes, or until  
biscuits are a golden-brown colour and crispy.)
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• Red and black crepe paper
• Pipe cleaner
• Scissors
• Glue

Here’s how: 
1. Cut out the poppy template.
2. Place over the red crepe paper

and cut around it.
3. Take the pipe cleaner and bend over

the top at 1cm length.
4. Repeat the 1cm bend.
5. Push the straight end of the pipe cleaner

through the crepe poppy, pushing it all
the way to the bend.

6. Cut a piece of black paper and paste onto
the centre of the poppy.

ANZAC Day

ANZAC Day, held on 25 April, marks the anniversary of the fi rst major military 
action fought by Australian and New Zealand forces during the First World War.

ANZAC is an acronym for Australian New Zealand Army Corp.

Red poppies are symbolic of ANZAC day as it was the poppy that appeared as 
the fi rst living plant that sprouted from the battlefi elds of the war.

Make a poppy

You will need: 

37

Copyright © 2020 Scholastic Australia Pty Limited

LuzanneB
Stamp



What does ANZAC Day mean to you? Express your feelings in an acrostic 
poem. 
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ANZAC Day Parade
by Glenda Kane and Lisa Allen

A young boy comes to a deeper understanding of the impact 
of war through the reflections of an elderly war veteran.

A vivid and poignant picture book that will enhance 
students’ understanding of the meaning of ANZAC Day.

Teaching Tips
Learning about ANZAC Day will help young children to understand the importance of its role 
in promoting peace in our community.

 Bring the concept of ‘war’ back to a playground context by asking, ‘What happens when a 
bully picks on another student in the playground?’ Discuss ways in which conflict can be 
prevented. Role-play conflict solutions for the following scenarios: a student pushing in on 
the canteen line; a bigger student not allowing a smaller student to take part in a game;

a student taking someone’s lunch or schoolbag.

 Discuss the cover of the book. What is the boy doing? In the context of ANZAC Day, what do 
poppies represent?

 Explain the meaning of the words: ‘sun-parched’, ‘straggler’, ‘battalion’, ‘shrapnel’, ‘valiance’, 
‘mortar’.

 Identify Crete on a map of the world. What country is Crete part of? Why were the ANZAC 
forces in Crete?

 Discuss the meaning of the following: ‘Let these panels never be filled.’

 Ask students about their own family’s experience of ANZAC Day. Do they have family 
members who march or attend services of remembrance? Do their families have medals, 
photographs, letters or diaries of a family member’s involvement in war? Encourage a family/

community member who is a war veteran to visit the class and share their experiences.

 Decorate your classroom with poppies for ANZAC Day. You will need: red crepe paper, green 
pipe-cleaners, black paper, scissors, pencil and glue. Download the Australian War Memorial’s 
Make Your Own Poppy Template from www.awm.gov.au/education/programs/prepost/

PRIM_makePoppy.pdf



Look through the newspaper and cut out pictures that represent 
ANZAC Day. Stick them on a piece of paper to form a collage. 

Look for the words about ANZAC Day in the find-a-word below. Colour 
in the whole word and cross it off your list. There is one word going  
backwards—can you find it? 

medals 

memory 

soldier 

war 

dawn 

march  

rosemary  

poppy  

Anzac honour 

d a w n p t y l m s s s 

m e d a l s q m a u o o 

e t s n I e p q r l s l 

m y d l a n z a c d u d 

o q l m v w k p h b w i 

r o s e m a r y x a h e 

y p p o p r h o n o u r 
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